GEOG 374

GEOGRAPHIC THOUGHT

SPRING 2009
Thursday 4:00-6:30pm, Milne 208
Instructor: David Robertson

Office: Fraser 105D. 

Office Hours: MF 1:30-2:45, R 12:45-2:00 or appointment 

Phone: 245-5461. E-mail: robertsd@geneseo.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Geographic Thought is a seminar-style course serving as a capstone experience for geography majors. It is designed to improve your understanding of the discipline and better prepare you for academic or professional careers in geography.  We will begin with a survey of the history of geographic thought.  Then, focusing on geography subfields and specialty areas of personal interest, we will explore the evolution of the field and highlight current issues and trends.  My intent is for you to gain a better understanding of the nature and breadth of the geography discipline and discover what opportunities exist for future study and/or work in the field.  

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Students will:

· become familiar with the history of the geography discipline

· gain a better understanding of the breadth of the geography discipline

· understand current issues and trends in geography 

· gain a better understanding of a disciplinary subfield of personal interest 

· discover opportunities for future study and/or work in the field

THE SEMINAR FORMAT

As a seminar-style course, this class will be different from most geography courses you have taken.  My goal is to move you from the position of a more or less passive learner—learning about geography by sitting back and listening to your professor—to that of an active learner—learning about geography by engaging the discipline directly and on your own terms.  

What does this mean?  It means that lecturing will be kept to a minimum.  Instead, by completing readings and assignments, and by being prepared for informed discussion, you will be participating in the instruction of this class.  As well, this course provides you with the opportunity to explore areas of the discipline that are of most interest to you.  The trade-off for this freedom is that periodically, you will be putting on the teacher hat and sharing what you are learning with your classmates.     

Such a learning experience requires a dedication on your part to participation and preparedness.  You will find this class less rewarding, and you will do poorly, if you are unwilling or unable to attend lectures and be an active participant.  I will do my best not to overload you with material, but you should be willing to dedicate significant outside class time per week to this course.  Please contact me immediately (in advance if possible) if you miss a lecture.  If you miss class due to illness, a note from your physician is required to excuse your absence.  Late assignments will be penalized 10% per day.
TEXTBOOKS

There are no textbooks for this course. There are, however, extensive Electronic Reserves readings posted on your myCourses webpage under “course materials.” I expect you to print these readings and bring them to class.
EVALUATION
I. Participation & Preparedness (10%): 

You are required to actively participate in class discussion and other activities.  In addition, I expect that you will come to class well prepared to discuss required readings and assignments.  Failure to engage in discussion, to ask questions, or to complete readings and assignments, will result in a low participation score.  
II. Reflective Essays (40%): 

You will complete five reflective essays—evenly weighted.  These assignments will be three pages in length.  The reflective essays require you to describe and respond to assigned readings.  You are asked to summarize the key points of the readings and reflect or react to what you have read.  The reflective essays will be evaluated on style and content and they will be used to stimulate class discussion.   
III. Class Presentation (10%): 

Working in groups of three, you will deliver a 20 minute class presentation evaluated on organization, content, and delivery.  
· ANNALS Past and Present Presentation.
IIV. Capstone Presentation and Paper (40%): 

The capstone paper documents the evolution of a geography specialty area of your choice. It represents a written compilation of material you will have collected over the latter third of the semester. You are also asked to present your capstone project in a 15 minute class presentation.     

Please Note: The capstone paper fulfills the Geography Department’s writing requirement. Majors must meet the writing requirement criteria (produce a passable capstone paper), in order to pass the course.
GRADING

The plus/minus letter grade option, as outlined in the 2002-2004 Undergraduate Bulletin, will be used. You will receive point scores for assignments, presentations, and participation.  At the end of the semester these will be totaled, averaged, and rounded-off to the nearest whole number to determine a final percentage score. Your final letter grade will be assigned on the following basis:
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE, READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS 
Jan. 22

Course Orientation and Introduction, What is Geography?
Jan. 29

Classical Geography (E-Reserve:  Martin & James, All Possible Worlds, Ch. 1, 2 & 6)

reflective essay
Feb. 5

Modern Beginnings



(E-Reserve: Martin & James, All Possible Worlds, Ch. 7 & 15; Harvey, On the History and Present Condition of Geography)


 reflective essay
Feb. 12

US Geography-War Era and beyond



(E-Reserve: Martin & James, All Possible Worlds, Ch. 16 & 17; Livingstone, Brief History of Geography)


 reflective essay
Feb. 19

ANNALS Past and Present Presentation workday
Feb. 26

ANNALS Past and Present Presentations
Mar. 5

Geography Education and Geographic Literacy

(E-Reserve: Hill & LaPrairie, Geography in American Education; Murphy, Geography’s Place in Higher Education; Browse 2002 and 2006 National Geographic-Rope Geographic Literacy Surveys found  at the following URL’s:
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geosurvey2002/download/RoperSurvey.pdf


http://www.nationalgeographic.com/roper2006/pdf/FINALReport2006GeogLitsurvey.pdf



~reflective essay
Mar. 12

Life Beyond Geneseo: Professional Futures

  (E-Reserve: Rediscovering Geography Committee, Enrollment and Employment Trends in Geography;  Richardson, Doing Geography: A perspective on Geography in the Private Sector; Gewin, Mapping Opportunities, Patterson, Hidden Geographers; Gewin, Mapping Opportunities) 
reflective essay


OR


Life Beyond Geneseo: Academic Futures 



(E-Reserve: Hornbeck, So. . . You Wanna go to Graduate School? ; Rundstrom, Ascent 


from the Maelstrom; Solem and Foote, Concerns, Attitudes, and Abilities of Early-Career  



Geography Faculty)
reflective essay
Mar. 19

Spring Break—no class

Mar. 26

AAG Meeting—no class 
Apr. 2

Capstone Paper Orientation and Discussion 
Apr. 9

Capstone Paper Workday
Apr. 16 

 Capstone Paper Workday
Apr. 23

Capstone Paper Workday
Apr. 30

 Capstone Paper Presentations
May 13 (3:30) 
Capstone Paper Presentations (cont.) & Submission. 
4
3

